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I Samuel – Chapter 14 

Saul and the troops with him assembled and rushed into battle; they found 
[the Philistines] in very great confusion, every man’s sword turned against 
his fellow.  

And the Hebrews who had previously sided with the Philistines, who had 
come up with them in the army [from] round about—they too joined the 
Israelites who were with Saul and Jonathan.  

When all the men of Israel who were hiding in the hill country of Ephraim 
heard that the Philistines were fleeing, they too pursued them in battle.  

Thus the LORD brought victory to Israel that day. The fighting passed 
beyond Beth-aven.  

The men of Israel were distressed that day. For Saul had laid an oath upon 
the troops: “Cursed be the man who eats any food before night falls and I 
take revenge on my enemies.” So none of the troops ate anything.  

Everybody came to a stack of beehives where some honey had spilled on the 
ground.  

When the troops came to the beehives and found the flow of honey there, 
no one put his hand to his mouth, for the troops feared the oath.  

Jonathan, however, had not heard his father adjure the troops. So he put out 
the stick he had with him, dipped it into the beehive of honey, and brought 
his hand back to his mouth; and his eyes lit up.  

At this one of the soldiers spoke up, “Your father adjured the troops: ‘Cursed 
be the man who eats anything this day.’ And so the troops are faint.”  

Jonathan answered, “My father has brought trouble on the people. See for 
yourselves how my eyes lit up when I tasted that bit of honey.  

If only the troops had eaten today of spoil captured from the enemy, the 
defeat of the Philistines would have been greater still!”  

They struck down the Philistines that day from Michmas to Aijalon, and the 
troops were famished.  

The troops pounced on the spoil; they took the sheep and cows and calves 
and slaughtered them on the ground, and the troops ate with the blood.  

 

 



 

 

When it was reported to Saul that the troops were sinning against the LORD, 
eating with the blood, he said, “You have acted faithlessly. Roll a large stone 
over to me today.”  

And Saul ordered, “Spread out among the troops and tell them that everyone 
must bring me his ox or his sheep and slaughter it here, and then eat. You 
must not sin against the LORD and eat with the blood.” Every one of the 
troops brought his own ox with him that night and slaughtered it there.  

Thus Saul set up an altar to the LORD; it was the first altar he erected to the 
LORD. 


