
 
 

SHABBAT 12TH FEBRUARY 2022 

1 Samuel - Chapter 23 

1David was told: “The Philistines are raiding Keilah and plundering the 
threshing floors.” 2David consulted the Lord, “Shall I go and attack those 
Philistines?” And the Lord said to David, “Go; attack the Philistines and you 
will save Keilah.” 3But David’s men said to him, “Look, we are afraid here in 
Judah, how much more if we go to Keilah against the forces of the 
Philistines!” 4So David consulted the Lord again, and the Lord answered him, 
“March down at once to Keilah, for I am going to deliver the Philistines into 
your hands.” 5David and his men went to Keilah and fought against the 
Philistines; he drove off their cattle and inflicted a severe defeat on them. 
Thus David saved the inhabitants of Keilah.  

6When Abiathar son of Ahimelech fled to David at Keilah, he brought down 
an ephod with him.  

7Saul was told that David had come to Keilah, and Saul thought, “God has 
delivered him into my hands, for he has shut himself in by entering a town 
with gates and bars.” 8Saul summoned all the troops for war, to go down to 
Keilah and besiege David and his men. 9When David learned that Saul was 
planning to harm him, he told the priest Abiathar to bring the ephod forward. 
10And David said, “O Lord, God of Israel, Your servant has heard that Saul 
intends to come to Keilah and destroy the town because of me. 11Will the 
citizens of Keilah deliver me into his hands? Will Saul come down, as Your 
servant has heard? O Lord, God of Israel, tell Your servant!” And the Lord 
said, “He will.” 12David continued, “Will the citizens of Keilah deliver me and 
my men into Saul’s hands?” And the Lord answered, “They will.” 13So David 
and his men, about six hundred in number, left Keilah at once and moved 
about wherever they could. And when Saul was told that David had got away 
from Keilah, he did not set out.  

 


