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Ezra– Chapter 6 & 7 

19The returned exiles celebrated the Passover on the fourteenth day of the 
first month, 20for the priests and Levites had purified themselves to a man; 
they were all pure. They slaughtered the passover offering for all the 
returned exiles, and for their brother priests and for themselves. 21The 
children of Israel who had returned from the exile, together with all who 
joined them in separating themselves from the uncleanliness of the nations 
of the lands to worship the Lord God of Israel, ate of it. 22They joyfully 
celebrated the Feast of Unleavened Bread for seven days, for the Lord had 
given them cause for joy by inclining the heart of the Assyrian king toward 
them so as to give them support in the work of the House of God, the God of 
Israel.  

 

1After these events, during the reign of King Artaxerxes of Persia, Ezra son of 
Seraiah son of Azariah son of Hilkiah 2son of Shallum son of Zadok son of 
Ahitub 3son of Amariah son of Azariah son of Meraioth 4son of Zerahiah son 
of Uzzi son of Bukki 5son of Abishua son of Phinehas son of Eleazar son of 
Aaron the chief priest— 6that Ezra came up from Babylon, a scribe expert in 
the Teaching of Moses which the Lord God of Israel had given, whose 
request the king had granted in its entirety, thanks to the benevolence of the 
Lord toward him. ( 7Some of the Israelites, the priests and Levites, the 
singers, the gatekeepers, and the temple servants set out for Jerusalem in 
the seventh year of King Artaxerxes, 8arriving in Jerusalem in the fifth month 
in the seventh year of the king.) 9On the first day of the first month the 
journey up from Babylon was started, and on the first day of the fifth month 
he arrived in Jerusalem, thanks to the benevolent care of his God for him. 
10For Ezra had dedicated himself to study the Teaching of the Lord so as to 
observe it, and to teach laws and rules to Israel.  

 


